
MAR 20 '97 18:19 TAMPA EDUCATIONAL CABLE P.1

.LThe
II Education

Channel

March 20, 1997

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
Ann Flynr., Executive Director

Derrle B, Roark, President

703 N. Willow Ave,
Tampa. FL 33b06

(813) 254-2253
FN< 253·3267

aflvnn@lr"inet,com

The Han, Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

IV FAX: (202) ;418-2801

Dear Cholrman Hundt;

MAY * 8 1997

Federal Communications Commission
Office of S9cr9tary

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, leachers, students, museum, library, and local community
users of our local educational access channel, non-profit groups around the county, and American taxpayers, I
respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing Mdigital" licenses to the broadcast
teleVision industry until such a time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that teleVision broadcasters
compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of fhe broadcasfing industry have announced Within the
past few weeks That their plans to implement Wdigital television~ have been delayed, with most industry sources
stoting that the spectrum will be used for purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps
even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that Ihey will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -­
services for which the rest of the Wireless telecommunications industry hos paid market-based rates 01 public
auction. I:n addition to giving away a valuable public resource, Ihis move will also have the effect of giVing
broadcasters on unfair competitive advantoge in relation to other wireless information service providers.

ThiS is $70 billion that could be used to prOVide support for public, educational, and governmental rPEG"j
access to the broadcast media, Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizen involvement in local affairs, PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media, Now the Commission has an opportunify to give non-profit enTities
and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the lIastly increased carrying capacity of
digital teievision, Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the
benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such
time as the broadcasting industry indicates it willingness 10 adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use
of their property.

Sincerely,

(P'O~k-~
Ann Flynn Goldenberg ()
Executive DirecTor
703 North Willow Avenue
Tampa, Fl 33606

mc'd P--------

_._._ .._-_. _.._.
.'. ---._-_._---------

xc: President Bill Clinton; Representative Jim Davis; Senator Bob Graham; Senator Connie Mack; Edward O. FrillS,
Chairman of the Notional Association of BroadcasTers; Alliance for Community Media; Tampa Educational Coble
Consortium Boord of Directors; Tampo-Hillsborough Coble Advisory Committee

A service of Tampa EducaTional Cable Consort/urn



CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25. 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGJNAL

;:81 Ea~;r Main Street
~:touihton, WI 53589

MAY "~, 8 1997

Fedeml Communica1u,ms Commission
Office of Secretary

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you 8!nd other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast tele·vision
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the ~urp05es for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In tht! meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for nan-television services--servic:es for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates c:lt public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for publrc, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, netn-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates ,its
Willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

r{~::'d_~~_~~-::~~
___... . i£~~1~~ ~.r .s-.3s r7

National Association of Broadcasters
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CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25. 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

;. i. LATE r-iLED

3,31 East Mam Street
S;ouehton. WI 535~9

MAY 8 1997

federal Gommull!f2.uons Commission
Office of Secrmry

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you a!nd other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced wlthin the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital televisiol"" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that In the meantime,
it is likely that they Will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services--servic.es for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, nc,n-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning. community involvement ar,d
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children i3nd extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
Willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

...-_.... _----_.._-------
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington. DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

NAY .. 8 1997

Federal Com!"UnlCill;Ol1S Commission
OffIce of Secr91lry

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and
other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters
compensate the federal government for their use of public propeny.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced
within the pa~t few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with
most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was
intended no earlier than 1999. and perhaps even later than thar. In the meantime, it is likely that
they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -- services for which the rest of the
wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to
giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters
an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial. non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic qiscourse over a variety
of media. Now the Conunission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the
ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of
digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our
children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

51::- 4-. L_
-j6;n-Burke
Executive Director
Community Access Center
230 E. Crosstown Parkway
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

----- --------_._-

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

?~n ~<:1c::t I"'rnc::c:tnwn ~~r1cW::lV • 1(::lI::lm::l7nn Mir"hin"n 4C1f'lrl1 • (~1 ~\~4':t.""11
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CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt

3,;1 East MaIn Str~et

S,.oughion. WI 53589

1~I081 873·6677

MAY 8 1997

federal Communit&tions Commission
Office of SecretaJy

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital televisior:" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services·-service:s for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also hCive the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other win~less
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non·commercial. nor,·profit PEG
is a highly successful mOdel for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an ,:>pportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital teleVision. =unds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children a1d extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,~~~~~

5:P D~ ...v- cr? c..r.a.
/lT~~ wI ,j',J~'57 ~

CC: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

rcc'd'-----
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CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. SUite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt

MAY .., 8 1997

Fsdemi Communk:ations Commission
Office of Secr9taIY

3,31 East Main Street
S:ouehton, WI 53589

1,',081 873-6677

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know. a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services--servioes for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also h:;ave the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wir'eless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to prOVide support for public, edw:;ational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media, Non-commercial, non-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfUlly urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Br,:>adcasters·
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Page 1 of J Wednesday, March 26,1997 1H9:2J AM
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

EX;::
MAY B 1997

FtilaO/i· .
Dear Chairman Hundt: '4. """l/lllilll1lf.allonsc '.OIfice ats ommlSSJon8crataly
As the Chair of the Northeast Region of the Alliance for Community Media, a
professional involved in Public Access Television, and a deeply concerned taxpayer, I
respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital"
licenses to the broadcast television industry until they are ready to use them, and to
demand appropriate compensation be made to a public interest media fund for their use
of this incredibly valuable and uniquely scarce public property_

As you know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and probably even later than
that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non­
television services -- services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications
industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a
valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an
unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

Instead, the tens of billions of dollars raised from a public auction of this spectrum could
be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental ("PEG") access to
the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for
creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs, and produces more
programming per year than all broadcasters combined. PEG access supports distance
learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media.
Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and citizens the
ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying
capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction
could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

I respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to
adequately compensate taxpayers for the use of OUR property (which, I would add,
ought to be leased to them for a period of time, not sold at auction for ever).

Sincerely,

cc: Edward O. Fritts, NAB

John Donovan
38 Aberdeen Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

..n;,

------
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CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25, 1997

Phone II P"'onell
:<IS( Main Street
shEon. \III 53589

1813-6077

The Hon. Reed Hundt Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY.8 1997,

Federal Communications Commission
Office of Secretary ; <- oa LATE FILED

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you arid other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that televisior,
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even tater than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services--services for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also ha'/e the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wire.less
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public. educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG
is a highly successfUl mOdel for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an c,pportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfUlly urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valua,ble
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

fWJv--cr.~ .
dyLl ¥ I..-t?fr e i2d, ~1}t..;/vvJ
CC: Edward O. Fritts

National Association of Broadcasters
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March 26, 1997

FiLED NAY,. 8 1997
Federal Comm . <

"", ,UnlCt!;lOns Commission
..""ce OfSecretary.'DCilr Ch~ir.man }-·Iull.dt:

• " .,,1

l,am writing to l\rge you ,and oth~~ m~lnl?er~ "QI ~h;,f~C}o ensure that broadcasters pay
the gQyerlUn~nt for their use,of the public airwaves and delay i~s\~ing licenses for digital
t,fal'\$missions to broadcasters until they are actually rl;ady to begin transmitting digital
broudcCl~ts- .

the Hon. Reed Hundt, Chain11an
Feder,,! Commwlication,s COI,I\mission
1919 M Street, Suite 814' '
Washing,ton, DC 20554' EX F~ ":<,
VIA FACSIMILE (202) 418-2801

Whi.Ie I am excited about the possip~lipes ,Qf digHaJ QfPtld.,c:~sts, faihlre of the government
to dcma~ld ilppropriale fees for, us'e of ~e p~b~c ~irwi,lVe:s'a~:noul\ts to corporate welfare
for media giants such .\5 Westinghouse, ,Dishey, and others-

, ~ , , 'I I
, ,

bl additi()~" if these companies are ~ll,9~~d to ,~,:e the :pprti(~n of th.e electromagnetic
~pectrum allotted for digital broa.dca:s~ fot o~l)e~ u~ks,,' it would give them an wlfair
advantage over other wirel~ss c(,)mpan(es that, have h~d to pay for thdr use of the
speclrum. '

I, respeclfully urge the meUlbers of the F~C to del~·\.(~nd ~dequate compensation for use
of public~ wav~s and for th.e issuance ()£ digital pro:ad~a~t licenses to be delayed until
broadcasters ar,e ready to begul digital broadcasts,_

Thank you for your time ~nd cOl);;i~erat~p'll'~ ,1. lpq~, [('ny-ard to your response.
, " .1

. ./ /' -:
,.-~/, -~~-'

\ " , ,
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200 South Greeley Avenue
Chappaqua, NY 10514
914 - 238 - 4771, x2S3

March 25. 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. Suite 814
WaShington, DC 20554
BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

MAY .. 8 1997

Federal CommunicatiOns Commission.
Office of Secfemy !" -.

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center, non-profit
groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuing Ndigital"licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are
ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal govemment for
their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the
past few weeks that their plans to implement -digital television~ have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earner than
1999, and perhaps even later. In the meantime, it is likely ttlat they will begin to use the spectrum for non­
television services - services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry ha& paid
market-based rates at public auction. In add~ion to giving away a valuable public resource. this move will
also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental (UPEG")
access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating
and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community
involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to
give non-profrt entities and individuals the abHity to generate and disseminate infonnation using the vastly
increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction
could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Supemighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such
time as the broadcasting indusby indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers
for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Rob Lutz
NCelY Acce&S Manager

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Comrnissior.
1919 M Street. Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY ·8 1997
federal Communic<rdons Commission

Office of Secre1ltY

Jil Eut Main Srreet
S.oughton. WI 53589

,..01l1'd73-6677

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing Udigital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital televisior" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services-services for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also h2ve the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

ThiS is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement anc
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of the:,. property.

Sincerely.

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

,...• 4',.·;.,,;·0~'d ~

_._.__ ._ _.__ ._ _----
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Maroh 25. 1007 MAY 8 1997
3.\1 East Main Street
S:ou~hton. Wl 53~1l9

The Han. R.eed Hundt, Chairman
rederal Communication:! Commi:!sion
1Q1Q M Stre&t, Suite 814
washington, DC 20554

Dcor Chairmon Hundt:

f-ed&ral (,iutnmummtitil1s CummissIon
Office of Secrl.ltalY

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, feJlow user:; of my (;ornrrrunily i:lt;(;t:::i::i t,;t:rrlt:f I f1Cm­
profit groups around the oountry, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and othcr
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them. and to demand that television
broadcasters (;;Ompen5ate the federal government for their U5e of public property.

AS you may knnw. ::l numhAr of rl?prF.!sentativA~nf thA hrn::lrlr.::ll'ting indlJl'try h::avp.
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital televisior," have been
delayed, with mo:!t indu:!try :!ources stating that the spectrum will be used for the pllrposes for
which it W.!O intended no earlier than 1999, oand perhoap!O even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services--services for which
the rest of the wireless telec;ommunic;ations industry has paid market-ba5ed rate5 at public
:Juction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
AffAd nf giving hroadcasters an unfair r:ompil!titivA ::ildvantage In relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public. educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG
i::i i::I hiyhly :iu(,,;t,;t;::i:i[ul JrI~'ut:1 fur t,;1t:i::IliI1Y i::IllulJlurl1uliny (,,;ili~t::irl invulvcnu::nt i:'1 local
affairs. PEG ElCcc:;:; :iUpport3 distance learning. community involvcmcnt Olnd
democratic discourse ov@r a variety of media. Now the Commission h~s an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and Individuals the ablllty to generate and dissemInate
information u~ing the va~tly increased carrying capacity of digital television. runds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum :ilt 3uction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge: the Commission to hold the issuance of these vc:llusblc
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
wllllngness to adeQuatel~' compensate AmerIcan taxpayers for the use of their property.

CC: Edward O. Fritts
National Associ:iltion of Broadcasters
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CITY OF STOUGHTON

March 25, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 614
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

l~1 East Mai n Str~~I

5 :ough ton, WI 53589

11061873-6677

MAY 8 1997

faderal GommuniC<ltio!1$ Commission
Office of SecrBtaJy

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non­
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, J respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast tele,vision
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that televisic,n
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement ~digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services·-services for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at pUblic
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, nen-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has arl opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely. .~

re-:;'d-~_~ {t2hdMeu~
CC: Edward O. Fritts

National Assocration of Broadcasters



~t r\ 37~7Je-g

DOCKETFILE CopyORIGINAL

SHAWNEE FREE-NET

Connecting South.", lllinof.t

TEL: 618-549-1139 Mar 21,97 12:34 No.001 P.01

ZOO East Main Streel, Carbondale, Illinois 62901-3008
Voice: 618.529.0060 Network: 618.549.8448
Member of the Free·-Neto'Community Network Family

The HoD. Reed Hundt. Qairman
Federal Communic:ations Commiuion
1919 M Street) Suite 814
WalbiJ1&ton, DC 20SS4

BY FAX: (202) 418·2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Fi

MAY 8 1997

fedelll tiOmmuntcatlOns Commission
Office of Secretlly

On behalfoftbe Shawnee frw-Net Board ofDirecton and the membenhip ofour community
computiDa nllwork, I respDCtfbUy ask that the Commission delay illuing "digital" licenlet to the broadcast
television industry untilsud'l time u they are ready to UIO~ and to demand that television broadcasters
compen.... the federal sowmll*lt for their UII ofpublic property.

Tho broadellting industtyhallDllounc:od that their pllns to implement "cfilital televiliCln" have beat
delayed until no earlier tlllII J999, and pemap. eWlIJ later than th8t. In tho JI1OIDtime, it is likely that they
will begin to use the spectrum for nan~JeviliClllervicel - services for whic:h the rest ofthe wiroless
tolocommuniWions industry hal paid market-basecl rates at public auction. In addition to SivinS away a
valuable public RJlOUI'CG, this mow wiJI al80 have the efFec:t ofgiving broadcasters an unfair~w
advmtaae in relatian to other wire_ infonnatioo. service providen.

This is $70 billion that coulcI be used to provide support for public. educational and IOvemmental
("PEO") aCCIIS to the broackalt media. NClIl~I. nOll-PJ'Ofit organizations such as oun have been
succeadbl in promotinl citizen m\'OMmeat in I~I amairs. The ShawD.. ' ..Nit is quite active in
distance lumina. community involvement and democratic discourse owr a VlDely ofmedia. We, for
example~ use spread spec:trWn tedulology wirelea to connect sd100ls to the 1Dtemet. Now the Conanillion
hal an opportunity to give DOO-prvSt eatRies and individuals the ability to ponte and disseminate
irJfbnnaticm uling the vastly iDe.... earryina capacity ofdigital televisioo. Funds (lenerated by the sale
ofdigital apec:trum at auc:tian could help our schools and m-d the benefits ofthe Inf'orrnatioo
Superhighway to IUral~ isolated. Southern Ulinois.

1respoc:tfblly urge the Comminian to hold the iuuance ofth.. valuable licenses in ab.yance until
sum time al the broadcastin.g industry indicates its willingnen to adequately compensate American
taxpayws b'the use ortheir property.

Sincervly_ ~~cuJ2.--.
Bob Pauls
Executive Dirf<:ror
Shawnee Free-Net, Inc.

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association ofBmadc:ast.ers
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The Hon. Reed Hundt,Cliairrnan
Federa: Communications Comminion
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington. DC 20554

[)$ar Chairman I-h,;ndt:
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Fedllllll"Vlli~nilnlCations Commission
Oftrce of Secretaly

On bet"lalf or the Alliance fOi Community Media, fellow usars of my community access center, non-profit groups
around the country, and American taxpayeis, [ respectfUlly urge yoU and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "C:igita:" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them,
and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting inaustry have announced within the past few
weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry soure&s stating that
tha spectrum 'wjll be used for the purposes for which it was intended no eOlrli.r than 1999, and perhaps even later
than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for nonAelevision seNices - services
for which the re$t of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based ratas at pUblic auction. In
addition to giving away a valuable public resource. this move will also have the eff~ct of giving broadcasters an
unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information servic~ prOViders.

This is $70 bl1llon that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental ("PEG") accesS
to the broadcast media. Non-commerciaf, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating an; d
promoting citi4l:en involvement in local affairs. PEG acc~ss supports distance learning. community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities
and individuals the ability to generatfL) and disseminate informatio= n using the vastly increased canying capacity of
digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and e)C1:end the
benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectful1y urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as
the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate Americiln taxpayers for the use of
their property.

Si~~@t:?h· "/
Philip Fryer ?
'18 Osborne Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21228

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association 01 Broadcasters

---_. __.---._---------
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW; Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY MAIL AND BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt

On behalf of the Public Access Corporation of the District of Columbia; individual, non-profit
and local business (non-rommercial) users ofour community access center; the Alliance for
Community Media; and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for
their use of public property, and to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they need to use th~m for providing digital television programming.

Fair compensation must be a baseline requirement for all use of public property. This must be
so even when taking into consideration development of those resources for some tangible
public benefit as an expected return. Such return as the industry has proposed is finite, and is
very short tenn relative to the tenure of the right to public entitlement of the benefits of the
resource. Seventy billion dollars that could be obtained from auctioning our valuable public
electromagnetic spectrum would be greatly beneficial to the nation, especially as we try to
expand the benefits of the information superhighway to everybody and to bolster our efforts to
propedy educate our children to build the future. While there are many ways in which seventy
billion dollars could be spent to assure all people access to advanced telecommunications
services, one possibility is that the money could be used to provide support for our public,
educational, and governmental ("PEG") access and even expand its potential reach to the
broadcast media. As you are aware, non-commercial PEG is one ofour few lOcally-focused
television services remaining in the trend to merge telecommunications companies and
nationalize programming, and non-profit PEG access is a highly successful model for creating
and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG supports distance learning,
community involvement and democntic·discourse over a variety of media. The Commission I
has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and
disseminate infonnation using the vast!y increased carrying capacity of digital television I
through funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at an auction. I
Additionally, and as you are already aware, a number of representatives of the broadcasting I
industry have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital I B
television" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be I 10:
used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later i
than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non- i ~

I
.·I·..d ....d ••h. 'I'r...t1IlIl. -'d.nlnl"lrad.,"
1400 20th Street, NW. Suites (;·2 & G-3
Washington, D.C. 20036

.... /1'1("1\ <J("\{~ \.2,)'):~

•••·..llr8lnhlhll!, OUI r.·,,,'"
1325 W Street, NW. Suite 322
Washington, D.C. 20009
p. (')1)')\ ')I;e,.c;nc;1 F: (202) 26:)004-124
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television services-services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry
has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public
resource, this move will also have the effect ofgiving established broadcasters an unfair
competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

We strongly urge the Commission to hold the issuance ofthese valuable licenses in abeyance
until such time as the broadcasting indUStry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate
American citizens for the use ofour property.

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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March 21, 1997
RECEIVED

MAY 8 \997

The Honorable Reed M. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

federal CommunIcations Commission
OffIce of SecreIIIY

CEMA endorses the broadcasters' proposal to expedite transmission of digital
television (DTV) signals. The broadcasters' accelerated schedule for DTV
rollout is a significant step in ensuring a prompt and orderly transition to digital
television.

OUT industries will continue to work with the broadcasters and the FCC to
bring DTV to the American public as rapidly as possible.

Sincerely,

cc: The Han. Rachelle B. Chong
The Hon. Susan Ness
The Hon. James H. QueUo

•••••••••••• The lpon., and Producer of The Con.um.r Electron'e. Shows
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554 MAY 8 1997

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801 (1' ... , ....".'... l
"-':: : feQll/al vommumcatlOns Commission

Office of Secretary

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my
community access center, non-profit groups around the country. and American
taXpayers. I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until
such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public pnlperty.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry
have announced within tbe past few weeks that their plans to implement
"digital television" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating
that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no
earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is
likely that they will begin to use thes~m for non-television services
-- services for which the rest of the WIreless telecommunications industry
has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away
a valuable public resource. this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an
unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless infonnation service pmviders.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public. educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is
a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs.
PEG access suppons distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse
over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity t() give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate infonnation
using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children
and extend the benefits of the Infonnation Superhighway to alL

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

Laurence Cocco
250 hazel Ave.
Garwood, N.J. 07027

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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.. , Dear Cheirrrien Hundt: Federal Communk:atlons Commission
I Office of SecrelllY

. On~ at the Allianoe for ComrrWmity Medii.~ UStn of my tommUnJty IlCII:lU8 <:enter. non-ptOftt gIoups
. . .round Ihe country. and Amettcan tecpeyer., ,~Uy urge JOU and 0Ihef' rnernbert of the CommiHIOn tD __
::' inulng "dlg~ Jlcenses to the bro8dc8st .'-I1Ion~lJ~a.1UCh time p ~ are ready· \0 UN 1Mm. ns ta
'.' Gemand~ television bmadcas18111 compenMte.1he1edenI1,govemment ror their use ofpublic Pftl~.
,. i • I .

AI Xou may 1cnCJw, ., ~mber of re~enIa;tiYes ~·the broIdcIIItiIIg lnduatry have announced within the past
feW ..-1eI Itt8l bW' pl8ns II' Implernft "dIglt8l1llevlllon~.~ been delay". WIIh most Indusay wurces _ling I\at

,~ speetn.ri wDI be used fer Itie purposes foi' which 'It was intended no eat1ler than 1999. and pert\aps even Iat8l' than
1hat. In 1N ljneantlme, It Is likely "'It they 'MlII begin to,UM tbe apectrum for non-teIe¥tSiOn semeel - setYlceI fOr -"Ich ,
tne rell or the wiR!leI. teIec:ommunu60n5 industry hal paid mar1t8t-bMed rates at public auction, In addItIOn to
gMng any l- valuable public reaoun:e. a,1a move Will~ have thlt etr.d of giving broadcastln ;In unfair~
~ntag.~ relation 10 o\herwireless I"formation Hriice p(ov\ders.

. Thiel is $70 billion that could be used to ClfO\'Ide I.UppOrt for public. educ8tJonel .md governmental ("PEG·) .
. ,eccn. to ~e brOadcast media, Non-<:ornn'IeI'd81, non-proftl PEG it a highly succeufu! model ror CIMling and
~~ involVGf1l8l\l in local afairs, PEG '·aeeau IUppoc1I dla1ance learning. community fnWlVement and

.democratic: discourse over a variety of media. . Now the ComrnisliON tiM an opporlUnity mgive non--praftt entitiei and
indlviduals ttle ab«lty to ganerMe .nd diUe~flltbrrnBtfonusing the vatIy inaeuad canyIng c:apecIty of.dlgIeIl
taleVilton. fUndi generated by the ~Ie of dlglt8t .·p8ctrum at auction 'couId help our childAS" and e~d 1M~ .
of the Infotn'latlOn supemlgnwey fD all.

I . .
w.~Iy urge the Commission to hold tn. iuUenci8 of thua valuable li<:enses in &beyance until isueh

time .. the ~oadeaWng lnduttry in<f1C8tea its wilfmgn8M to~Iy compensate American tup8yers for the lJse of
their property.

!

aL~Sh-
; Allison·J·tCune PEGASYS Executive Director

.' '. 123:W. Maine mid, OK 73701
(Your addrese)

ec: !dward O. Frllts
NlI1enaI~n of BtOedcnters

I

,;

'.•~ . r-
I

I'

.. t •• ~... .:

-- --~ -- ~ ---_ .._-----...
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554
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MAY 8 1997
BY FAX: (202) 418~2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Feolllai \.ufllmunlcatlons Commission
Office of Secretary

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center,
non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal goverronent for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed,
with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it
was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely
that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -- services for which the rest of
the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In
addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving
broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service
providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, conununity involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction
could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

~.. 's~thiuJ~arne rot
108 Garrison Street NW

Washington DC 20016

cc: Edward O. Fritts, Chairman
National Association of Broadcasters
1771 N Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
FAX: (202) 775,2157 rOG'a d------

-_.~------
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March 21, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
By FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Mr. Hundt:

MAY-. 8 1997

Federal CommunicatiOns Commission
Office of secrttarY

I understand that the FCC is currently considering assigning digital broadcast licenses to
the broadcast television industry. I urge you to delay this decision until the broadcasters
are ready to use these licenses, and that they be required to compensate the public for the
use of its airwaves. The public has a right to know how the spectrum win be used so that
its total aJlocation will incorporate public interest as well as commercial concerns, and it
has a right to be compensated. The funds derived from this compensation are desperately
needed to provide funding for noncommercial, local, democracy-friendly programming.

As a political scientist who has studied the communications industry and communications
in society, I know that these concerns are especially hard to address once momentum. has
been established behind commercialization. There is no public interest in adding to that
momentum at the present time, We need to deliberately consider and implement public,
local, and democratic potentials ofa digital world before competing uses have become
entrenched,

Thank you for your consideration,

2L/~L
Richard Wortbingtof5.
Director and Professor ofPolitics
rwol1hington@pomona.edu

cc: Edward 0,. Fritts, Chainnan
National Association ofBroadcasters
(202) 775-2157

425 N. College Avenue
Claremont, CA 91711-6336
Telephone: 909·621-8189
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'I'hp. Hcm ~P.P.rl Hnnrlt, Chil;nmlO

federal Communications Commission

1Y1Y M StrP.P.t, Snitp. X14

Washington, DC 20554

-;XOl

Dear Chairman Hundt:

k (}.--{. 61-2.(0 '8
Fitchburg Access TelevlSlon
376 South St.
F1tchburg, MA 01420

NAY B1997

FeUffl1l l.iOlnmunlCltlOns C;omm' .
Office of S8CrIIIIy 118lOn

K Y FAX . (J.1rJ.) 41 X-

On hp.hil If of thp. Alliilnr.p. for Commnnity Mp.rliil, fp.llow n<:,p.r<:, of my r.ommnnity

access center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers,

"digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as

compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

A<:, yon milY know, il nnmhp.r of rp.prp.<:,p.ntiltiVp.<:, of thp. hroilrlr.il<:,tine inrlmtry

have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement

that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for \vhich it \Vas intended no

p'ilrlip.r thiln 1YYY, ilnrl pp.rhilp<:' p.vp.n liltp.r thiln thilt In thp. mp'ilntimp., it i<:,

likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services

-- <:,p.rvir.p.<:, for which thp. rp.<:,t of thp. \virp.lp.<:,<:, tp.lp.r.ommnnir.R1ion<:, inrln<:,try

rC':;'d J.----
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In addition to ~ivin~ awaJi a valuable public: resource, this move will also have the
effect o(~lvin~ broadcasters an un{Qir competitive advaTlta~e in relation to
other wireless information service providers.

ThiS IS $70 btlhon that could be used to provide support tor pubbc,

educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media.

Non-commercial, non-profit PEG IS a highly successti..!l model tor creatmg and

promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports

distance leammg, commumty mvolvement and democratIc discourse over a

variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit

entItIes and mdlvlduals the ablhty to generate and dlssemmate mtormatIon

using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds

generated by the sale ot'dlgltal spectrum at auctIon could help our children

and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We urge the CommissIOn to hold the Issuance otthese

valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry

mdlcates ItS ,vtlhngness to adequately compensate Amencan taxpayers tor

the use of their property.

Smcerely,

Paul YVleland

Executive Director

cc: Edward 0. Fritts

National Association o(Droadcasters
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